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mand for the labour in certain colonies,102 much profit to be made out
of the traffic by agents and masters of ships, a constant supply of those
out of work, in debt or in difficulties of one sort or another. These were
ready to accept a free passage, notwithstanding its obligations, which
indeed were much misrepresented by specious agents. Advertisements
were posted up in London (and in seaport towns) asserting the great
opportunities for advancement in life and referring inquirers to agents
who represented 'the advantages to be obtained in America in colours
so alluring that it is almost impossible to resist them*.103
There were three kinds of bound servants * who went from England:
convicts, 'indented servants', and (by 1770 at least) 'redemptioners' or
'free willers'. By 1770 Maryland was the only colony which still
regularly accepted convicts, as in spite of the sentiment against them,
their labour was much valued.104 Indented servants agreed to serve the
master of the ship or his assigns for a term of years according to a
written contract made before departure, which occasionally specified a
certain kind of labour. Redemptioners were promised a certain number
of days after arrival in which to find a master for themselves who would
advance their passage money, and so redeem them, failing which the
master of the ship was to dispose of them for a term of years. The poor
emigrants did not know that there was virtually no chance of finding a
master on these terms on arrival, and as a matter of fact it is said that
they were seldom allowed to set foot on shore till they had discharged
their passage, in 1770 rated at about £9, which it was almost impossible
for them to raise. The position of the redemptioner and the indented
servant was thus the same except that the former had not whatever
slight protection there might be in the conditions of die indenture,105
and except - essential difference - the deception which had been prac-
tised on him. 'The situation of the free-wilier,* said Eddis in 1770, cis
in almost every instance more to be lamented than either that of the
convict or the indented servant; being attended with circumstances of
greater deception and cruelty.'
These.'bound servants' went mainly to three colonies, Virginia,
Maryland and Pennsylvania; those going to the last were largely
German, Swiss, and Irish; the greater number of English emigrants
went to Maryland. It is said that white servitude was at its height in
Maryland in the middle of the eighteenth century, and from that time to

